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Cream of the News 


Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during February was about the same as a year earlier. 

Wholesale prices of Swiss and cheddar cheese at 
Wisconsin markets increased from January to Febru- 
ary as did the 92-score butter price at the New York 
market. 

Based on the March 1 Planting Intentions survey, 
farmers in Wisconsin and the Nation plan to reduce 
corn acreage this year but may increase soybean 
acreage. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during January was below the 
previous year for the first time since September 1973. 

The index of prices received for all farm products 
sold in Wisconsin declined slightly from mid-January 
to mid-March. 

Cheese production in the Nation during January 
was 10 percent below a year ago but butter produc- 
tion was up 21 percent. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers during 
February are expected to show a slight decline from 
January. 

Cold storage stocks of cheese in the Nation at 
the end of February were 15 percent above a year 
earlier and butter stocks were up 17 percent. 

A custom rates guide for spring field work is 
shown on page 5. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market 
in February were up 23 cents from January but were 
82 cents under last year. 

Cold storage stocks of beef in the Nation at the 
end of February were 14 percent below a year ago 
and pork stocks were down 4 percent. 

Wisconsin’s hog inventory as of March 1 was 14 
percent lower than on that date last year while the 
14 states where quarterly estimates are made were 
down 17 percent. 
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FEBRUARY MILK PRODUCTION 
COMPARABLE TO YEAR AGO 


Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
February was about the same as a year ago. Dairy herds in 
Wisconsin produced 1,410 million pounds of milk in February, 
down 6 percent from January because of fewer days in the 
month. Output per cow for February averaged 780 pounds, 
a decline of 5 pounds from the previous year. Milk cows on 
Wisconsin farms, at 1,808,000 in February, were up 11,000 
from a year earlier. 

The Nation’s milk production totaled 8,768 million 
pounds during February. Although milk cow numbers were 
lower than a year ago, the output per cow increased 4 pounds. 
The February milk-feed price ratio was up 6 percent from 
January but 9 percent below February 1974. 


Milk Production 












Change from 
last year 


Feb. | Jan.-Feb. 


February 
1974 






February 


Selected States 1975 











Million pounds Percent 

Wisconsin... . 1,411 1,410 2,903 hac: Nuncs 
Minnesota ... 815 777 1,579 — § — 3 
TOW: oe sibcdie hnatt 309 309 617 ie es =— 2 
New York ... 746 7168 1,589 + aS iD 
Pennsylvania . . 512 $31 1,099 + 4 t 3 
California sauce. 7172 783 1,626 tee fl xp 
Other states’. - 4,200 4,190 8,656 Tacs nC 
United States . 8,765 8,768 18,069 Mec: (lg «ee 
MILK PRICES 


DOWN SLIGHTLY 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk sold 
in February are expected to average $7.52 a hundredweight, 
a decline of 3 cents from January. The February price would 
be $1.16 below a year earlier. 

Milk prices had increased 23 cents a hundredweight in 
January due to an increase in the support price. Milkfat 
content for January averaged 3.84 percent compared with 
3.79 percent a year ago. 

Producers for the Grade A market received $7.88 a 
hundredweight in January, up 19 cents from December but 
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87 cents less than January last year. Manufacturing grade 
milk averaged $7.06 a hundredweight for January, an increase 
of 31 cents from the previous month but down $1.37 from 
January 1974. The price spread between manufacturing and 
market grade milk was 82 cents in January compared with 
32 cents a year earlier. 


Milk Prices 1/ 


January Feb. 
price per cwt. 1975 
Pa price 
Average rice 1974 1975 75/74 per 

change | cwt. 2/ 


December 1974 





Selected States 


test per cwt. 





Percent Dollars Dollars | Percent | Dollars 





Dollars 
Milk for all uses 


Wisconsin) ys ou < 3.88 ede 8.62 tos —12 Sede 
Minnesota ..... 3.74 6.80 8.23 7.07 — 14 7.06 
[OWaWs che eicaes aie 3.89 7.19 8.57 7.39 — 14 Die 
New York. c 3.69 8.05 8.80 8.20 = 7 8.20 
Califormiaw-:sa-0-ae 3.84 9.10 7.95 9.00 ae! 8.90 
United States . . . 3.83 8.23 8.89 8.33 — 6 8.28 
Wisconsin 
utilization 
Market milk... . 3.90 7.69 8.75 7.88 — 10 XxX 
Manufacturing milk} 3.85 6.75 8.43 7.06 — 16 XXX 
Creameries soe. rc 3.80 6.70 8.36 6.90 —17 XXX 
Cheese factories . 3.85 6.76 8.44 7.07 — 16 XXX 
Varied prod. plants} 3.84 6.72 8.42 7.03 —17 XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 










Change from 
last year 


Jan. 


Utilization 1975 2/ 













Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk for allousesin 40 5n\s cae etre ease 7.96 6.60 6.88 =—14 
Market milk. 45-5 <a jeter. 8.04 6.90 7.14 —11 
Manufacturing milk. jie eee 7.83 6.14 6.50 —17 
Creamerics ficta'.). aamiren ie meer 7.82 6.17 6.46 all I 
American cheese plants ..... 7.84 6.14 6.49 —17 
Varied products plants...... 7.82 6.13 6.49 —17 
Federal Order Markets 
Chicago Regional Base Zone 8.53 7521 7.42 — Nilts} 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 


JANUARY CHEESE PRODUCTION 
DOWN 10 PERCENT FROM YEAR AGO 


Production of all cheese in the Nation during January 
was 10 percent below a year ago. Although output of Italian 
cheese was up 2 percent and Brick and Muenster showed 
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little change from January 1974, American cheese pro- 
duction declined 15 percent, Swiss cheese was down 6 per- 
cent, and all other varieties dropped 8 percent. 

Wisconsin’s production of American cheese in January 
was 12 percent below a year earlier. Minnesota had a decline 
of 15 percent, Missouri was down 60 percent, and other 
states produced 13 percent less American cheese than in 
January 1974. 


BUTTER & AMERICAN CHEESE PRODUCTION 


Percent of previous year 
Oct. 1973- Jan. 1975 


Wisconsin 
O 





Percent 


American 


Cheese>~* NX 


80 
Oct. June Jan. 
1973 1974 1975 


The Nation’s butter production during January was up 
21 percent from the previous year. Creameries in Wisconsin 
churned 16 percent more butter in January than a year ago, 
while Minnesota had an increase of 10 percent. Output of 
butter in Iowa for January was 59 percent greater than last 
year and other states showed a gain of 26 percent. 





Current Dairy Products Estimates 






























January January Change from 
SEER TD 1974 1975 last year 
1,000 peunds Percent 
BUTTER 
WISCONSIN sya oreo eee 16,850 19,500 + 16 
Minnesota). << eo. yeu eee 19,600 212525 + 10 
TOW!) orig Sih Sees eee aoe 2,800 4,450 + 59 
@ithervstatesiv 3) eee 41,317 $1,875 + 26 
Wnited States! s\0t paeiees 6 80,567 97,350 +°21 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsin’... \.eseckses eee 64,000 56,600 — 12 
Minnesotat. nse 25,600 21,660 = 15 
Missougie cfaicos, Seoccee oe 6,450 2,600 — 60 
Otheristatess vce wns a eee 57,069 49,742 — 13 
UnitediStatesi.. saosin = 153,119 130,602 = 15 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWISS prance ee Marte RC etd 13,729 12,950 =— "6 
Brick and Muenster 5,592 5,567 ne C: 
Ftalian. ov cps oa ss nares $0,154 51,140 eee 
Alicothers .f2.0e-.e 2s 17,474 16,039 — 8 
TLOtal a cleo nurs ne, aceqrearae 86,949 85,696 = 
ALL CHEESE 
United Statésy2 =. ee 240,068 216,298 =A6 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd) itera tees 55,018 $6,322 2 
Creamed)2/\ t=: i 2G 70,473 I 777 + 2 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
Wisconsiniys Wwe natn coerce 1,250 1,350 sere: 
WNin ois. etna eke eee 3,160 2,850 — 10 
JO Was t.a cree ienaen eit bam 490 680 + 39 
Michigan)’ Shia! cea 2,365 2,680 aS 
Minnesota raters see 2,245 2,165 et 
Otheristates aie eae 44,853 48,888 + 9 
United States 0.02 bac 54,363 58,613 Fed 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 
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The Nation’s cottage cheese production in January was 
above the previous year for the first time in several months. 
Output of ice cream in both Wisconsin and the Nation 
during January was up 8 percent from January 1974. 


AMERICAN CHEESE PRODUCTION 
WELL BELOW FEBRUARY 1974 


Weekly estimates for February indicate that American 
cheese production in both Wisconsin and the Nation will be 
about a fifth less than a year ago. The Nation’s output of 
American cheese in January was down 15 percent from last 
year while Wisconsin had a decline of 12 percent. 

Butter production in the Nation during February could 
be up 27 percent from a year earlier, according to weekly 
estimates. Output of butter in January was 21 percent more 
than the National total in January 1974. Creameries in Wis- 
consin increased butter production in February substantially 
above the 16 percent gain shown for January. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 

















Butter American Cheese 
United States Wisconsin United States isconsin 
Eclods Ch Ch Ch Ch 
Production ange ange | Production 28S Bugs 
from last |from last from last | from last 
1975 1975 
year year year year 
1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 
January . << 97,350 hit + 16 130,602 —15 —12 
Weeks 
ending: 
Feb) 6am 21,390 + 24 +3 1 30,100 — 19 — 22 
Febs 131 >. 21,850 + 28 + 42 30,550 —19 — 22 
Feb. 20) ae 225500 +28 + 29 31,200 — 21 — 16 
Febii2:7 a. 22,350 +28 + 46 30,800 — 22 — 20 
Totals. a5 88,090 cua XXX 122,650 — 20 XXX 





CHEESE AND BUTTER 
STOCKS HIGHER 


Cold storage stocks of cheese in the Nation at the end 
of February were 15 percent above a year earlier while butter 
stocks were up 17 percent. Stocks of American cheese 
totaled 390 million pounds on February 28, an increase of 
19 percent from the previous year. Swiss cheese stocks were 
down 12 percent from February 28, 1974 and all other 
cheese stocks declined 2 percent. Although Government 
stocks of American cheese at the end of February were well 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 





Change 






















Commodity from 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
Utter any 5, use c+ 110,026 50,838 $9,330 ate 7, 
Cheese, American..... 260,154 328,196 389,932 + 19 
Cheese, Swiss 3.2... 8,640 153223) 13,421 — 12 
Cheese; allother 2.5... 52,205 §2,116 51,329 - 2 
Cheese totale cats: s/s x's 320,999 395,535 454,682 topes 
WISCONSIN 
[ay DNS) eo ce Aamo eOMO tee 4,452 1,495 4,114 ul TS 
Cheese, American..... 173,416 186,882 207,427 tet 0! 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

BUdter ia emseee fF scctn s: (6e ols 92,641 7,082 18,547 + 162 
Cheese, American.... . 138 449 1,252 cay tly is) 





*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 





Change 
from 
last year 






Commodity 





1,000 pounds Percent 





Dried whole milk)... 5.5 5. 4,415 6,014 6,981 ae As) 
Dried skim milk = 25 405 203: 35,399 59,245 125,768 an ul ly 
Dried buttermilk ni Geevs ye 3,082 5,555 5,459 = 2 
Condensed milk and evapor- ; 

ated milk (case goods) 1/ . 60,179 54,488 68,125 #25 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


above last year, they were only a small part of the total in 
storage. 

The 59 million pounds of butter in cold storage on 
February 28 were up 8% million pounds from a year ago 
but considerably under the 110 million pounds in storage 
two years earlier. Government stocks of butter exceeded 
18 million pounds at the end of February, more than double 
the previous year but only a fifth of the amount in storage 
two years ago. 


WHOLESALE DAIRY PRICES 
HIGHER IN FEBRUARY 


Wholesale prices of dairy products increased from 
January to February. Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks 
averaged 76.88 cents a pound at Wisconsin primary markets 
in February, a gain of over 2 cents from the previous month 
but more than 14 cents below a year ago. 

Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged almost 
$1.02 for a block pound during February, up about a half 
cent from January but nearly 4 cents lower than last year. 

Wholesale prices of 92-score butter at the New York 
market averaged 69.27 cents a pound for February, an in- 
crease of over 1% cents from a month earlier and about 
4 cents higher than February 1974. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 















5 February January February 

omen 1974 1975 1975 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound . . 65.32¢ 67.65¢ 69.27¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 Ib. blocks, pound 2/ 91.06¢ 74.79¢ 76.88¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block pound! 2)acose sheer oe a ais 105.50¢ 101.15¢ 101.75¢ 


Evaporated milk, North Central States, 
case, 48-14% oz. cans, range ..... 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 
ATeas POUNG | Vaemelavol. \sobeliaumenre) ol ils 


$11.30-11.68$11.90-12.51 $——— — 


57.715¢ 56.73¢ 59.24¢ 


1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 





RED MEAT PRODUCTION 
FALLS BELOW YEAR AGO 


Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during January totaled 120 million 
pounds, a decline of 4 percent from a year ago. This was the 
first time since September 1973 that the output of red meat 
in Wisconsin was below the previous year. Beef production 
in January was down 2 percent from last year and pork pro- 
duction fell 10 percent. 

There were 125,000 cattle slaughtered in Wisconsin 
during January, up 4,000 from a year earlier. However, the 
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average liveweight of cattle at 1,100 pounds for January 
was 58 pounds lighter than the previous year. 

Hog slaughter in January numbered 297,000, down 
21,000 from January 1974. Average liveweight for hogs 
butchered during January was 241 pounds, 8 pounds less than 
a year earlier. 

Calf slaughter for January totaled 36,000, an increase 
of 12,400 from last year. Calf liveweight averaged 126 pounds 
in January, 21 pounds lighter than a year ago. The January 
sheep and lamb kill of 400 was 100 more than the previous 
year. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 





Number Liveweight 
























Area January Change January 
from 
1974 [ 1975 | jast year 1974 | 1975 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

WISCONSIN Ress. 7 121.0 125.0 ERS 140.1 P35 

United States 1/. .| 3,088.6 3,506.3 + 14 3,280.8 3,562.0 
Calves 

Wisconsin ..... 23.6 36.0 eS 355, 4.5 

United States 1/.. 214.2 37535 hie sh 50.5 103.3 
Hogs 

Wisconsin’) cic)... 318.0 297.0 ay, 719.2 71.6 

United States 1/. . | 7;233.5. (6;758.7 = 7 1,775.0 1,630.1 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin’). -aen. = a) 4 tS .030 -039 

United States 1/. . 770.1 681.7 =—i1 83.1 71.8 





1/Excludes Alaska. 


MEAT STOCKS 
DOWN 10 PERCENT 


Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the end 
of February were 10 percent below a year earlier. Beef 
stocks were down 14 percent and the pork supply in cold 
storage was 4 percent less than on February 28, 1974. 

There were 390 million pounds of beef in cold storage 
at the end of February, a decline of about 14 million pounds 
from a month earlier and nearly 66 million pounds under 
last year. 

Pork stocks amounted to more than 298 million pounds 
in cold storage on February 28. Although this was an increase 
of 3% million pounds from the previous month, pork stocks 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 








Change 
from 
last year 





Feb. 28, 
1974 







Commodity 





1,000 pounds Percent 


Beef: 
FLOZeNn be) caus at paneer: 357,521 443,759 400,261 381,411 — 14 
In cure and cured. .... 112335 1253 12 13,844 8,899 — 28 
LOtalcns. Rites cocauces 368,856 456,071 414,105 390,310 — 14 
Pork: 
FrOZeM ce) Sanat eh eter ah noe 187,645 294,134 281,409 283,949 — 3 
Int COOleET eer Ue ton atone 13,998 15,547 13,589 14,566 6 
Total vers eke te Sie 201,643 309,681 294,998 298,515 - 4 
Other meats and 
meat products: 
Veal frozen acter amare 14,873 12,423 14,605 U3s7-21 +16 
Lamb and mutton, frozen| 11,847 13,018 12,404 10,745 —17 
Canned meats in cooler: 
FQiS' 5.5 eee Geta wee ee 49,249 67,593 63,952 64,499 — § 
Other meats a. we 15,029 16,596 14,723 13,939 — 16 
Total, alli meats) sed) acuwscnte 661,497 875,382 814,787 791,729 = 10 





at the end of February were 11 million pounds below a year 
ago. Pork bellies, at 44 million pounds in cold storage on 
February 28, were 18 percent less than last year. 


PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
DOWN SLIGHTLY IN FEBRUARY 


The index of prices received for all farm products sold 
in Wisconsin declined slightly from mid-January to mid- 
February. Lower prices for milk, crops, turkeys, eggs, steers 
and heifers, and milk cows offset increases for hay and some 
livestock items. At 479 percent of the 1910-14 base, the 
prices received index was 16 percent below the record high 
reached in February last year. 

Milk cows for herd replacements averaged $420.00 each 
in February, down $5.00 from January and the tenth con- 
secutive month of lower prices for milk cows. A year ago 
milk cows averaged $630.00 each for February. Steers and 
heifers averaged $30.10 a hundredweight as of mid-February, 
a decline of 60 cents from the previous month and $8.80 
under last year. 

Calf prices went up in February for the first time in a 
year. Calves averaged $30.00 a hundredweight on February 15, 
a gain of $2.00 from a month earlier but $23.50 below 
February 1974. Slaughter cows averaged $18.30 a hundred- 
weight in February, up $1.50 from January but nearly $14.00 
below a year ago. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 







Feb. 15, 





Commodity 1975 
Dollars 

Milk cows? 3 ce 490.00 630.00 425.00 420.00 
Steers and heifers . 38.60 38.90 30.70 30.10 
COWS LS. se eyaers 30.20 S20 16.80 18.30 
Calves avant aeceens 52.00 53.50 28.00 30.00 
TIO GS Weera is ich cate tees 33.40 38.30 37.90 37.90 
Shee pie haewarsy ocr 8.50 10.50 5.50 5.80 
Lambs tote ene eceen 31.20 34.00 34.50 35.00 
Chickens 1/ .100 ale} +120; -130 
Turkeys) Wicael se .250 .350 .380 LO 
EQOSA AR na Ne tend os -430 -610 -496 444 
COnngeretekonsolusae 13277, 203 3.09 2.87 
Wheat) Vi ase 1.97 5.44 3.85 3:72 
Oats chic sL oserts .87 1-55 1.50 1.50 
Soybeans 2) 20.) 5.10 5.87 6.12 5.58 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 36.00 35.00 37.00 38.50 





1/Excludes broilers. 


Hog prices remained unchanged from January to Febru- 
ary but at $37.90 a hundredweight were 40 cents under last 
year. Sheep averaged $5.80 a hundredweight as of mid- 
February, up 30 cents from January but $4.70 below the 
previous year. Lambs increased 50 cents from January to 
February and at $35.00 a hundredweight were $1.00 more 
than in February 1974. 

Egg prices dropped about 5 cents from January to 
February. Eggs averaged 44.4 cents a dozen as of February 15, 
nearly 17 cents below a year ago. Turkeys averaged 37 cents 
a pound liveweight in February, down 1 cent from the 
previous month. This was the first decline for turkeys since 
April 1974 but the mid-February price was 2 cents above 
a year earlier. 
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Corn prices were lower for the fourth consecutive 
month. At $2.87 a bushel on February 15, corn was 22 
cents under January but 14 cents higher than February 1974. 
Soybeans also were down for the fourth straight month. 
The mid-February soybean price of $5.58 a bushel was 54 
cents under the previous month and 29 cents below last year. 

Wheat averaged $3.72 a bushel in February, a decline of 
13 cents from January and $1.72 less than a year earlier. 
Oats remained unchanged from January to February at $1.50 
a bushel but was 5 cents below last year. This was the first 
time oats was under a year ago since June 1972. 

Baled alfalfa hay reached a record high of $38.50 a ton 
in mid-February, up $1.50 from January and $3.50 more 
than the previous year. 


ALFALFA HAY PRICES 
Aug. 1972 - Feb. 1975 


Wisconsin 


$ per ton 





a0 

30 

(a) 
Aug. Nov. Feb. 
i972 oi 1975 


CUSTOM RATES GUIDE FOR 1975 


Farm numbers continued to decline in Wisconsin and 
the Nation during 1974. Those farms remaining in operation 
have to meet an expanding domestic and foreign demand for 
food as the world’s population increases. Farmers have been 
able to keep pace with food needs by the use of modern and 


Planting and Fertilizing Operations, Wisconsin, 1974 1/ 











Average 
rate 


Average 


Operation sate 





Dollars per acre Dollars per hour 


Grain drilling: 
Without fertilizer 
Width in feet 


aD TaN atacn eens iets 3.50- 8.00 5.27. 
LOvand overs. 22.0. 4.00-10.00 7.41 
With fertilizer 
Width in feet 
PIB SDN hei sa. ye! sk 'o sro) een eae 4.00-12.00 6.23 
1Ocand over.) . eens 4.75-12.00 8.44 
Corn planting: 
Without fertilizer 
tibet Le Oe Pe en 2.50- 7.50 ete 
RUT NO WV Mens maiien fold Fee a ta 3.50-13.50 9.60 
With fertilizer 
DF OW A tas Mat ayaa 0s 3.00-10.00 4.97 
BLOW bela deel Seed 3.75-20.00 11.56 


With fertilizer and 
insecticide: 
A TOW Sean eases fe 


With fertilizer, insecti- 
cide and herbicide: 


TOW ipso remem 10.00-13.00 12.50 


.25-6.00 S¥e)2) 


Fertilizer application: 
Preys tertilizer (7s. eee 
Liquid: fertilizer...) 2. 
Anhydrous ammonia. . 


2.50-10.00 6.80 
-00-4.00 2.04 2.50-15.00 10.00 
-00-5.50 2.47 9.60-13.00 11.65 


1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor and 
fuel, but excludes costs of materials such as seed, fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 


-75-4.00 1.68 





efficient farm machinery. Large amounts of capital are re- 
quired however to purchase this machinery. With a tight 
money market, higher finance charges, and rising farm pro- 
duction costs, many farmers look for alternatives to investing 
substantial sums of money in machinery that receives re- 
stricted use during a crop season. Leasing or hiring farm 
machinery are options that some farmers rely on to reduce 
their capital investment. Custom work has become an im- 
portant part of Wisconsin’s agriculture. 

Custom work rates published in the tables include the 
cost of the machine with fuel, operator, and other incidental 
supplies but do not include the costs of materials used such 
as seed, fertilizer, and herbicide. No attempt was made to 
distinguish between custom operators who do this work for 
their main income and farmers who occasionally do custom 
work as a sideline, or on an exchange basis. Custom operators 
generally tend to charge higher rates to meet their total 
expenses and provide a return on their investment. 

Rates shown in the tables should be used as guides 
rather than absolute values in making decisions regarding 
custom rates. Rates can vary widely, depending on topog- 
raphy, soil conditions, type and size of machine, traditional 
rates in a given area, and special services performed. These 


Land Tillage Operations, Wisconsin, 1974 1/ 














Average Average 








Dpcranoe rate rate 
Dollars per acre 
Plowing: 
Number of bottoms 
Du nohd te Sgt Ge. lear 3.00-5.00 4.04 3.00- 9.00 5.21 
SRL Welle saps iss the 3.00-7.00 4.84 4.00-12.00 7.48 
BPS Sree Meee te ets wie 3.00-8.00 §.29 5.00-16.00 11:75 
MCR SRO! dane one 2.00-9.00 5.97 6.52-22.00 13.82 
6.andovereiceae ens 4.00-8.00 6.27 8.00-22.00 15.43 
Disking: 
Width in feet 
Bad Date sey teeta, eure 1.00-6.00 2.82 3.00-14.00 7.44 
Rosa Mowe Hochevar etek; be ie 2.00-6.00 2.99 8.00-16.00 1227, 
{7 anG Overy -areewa i 2.00-5.50 3.83 15.00-20.00 17.00 
Quack digging: 
Width in feet 
SOF PES, Saaric leeks cae 1.50-4.00 2.84 3.75-10.00 sd) 
PORTS coca, Witte aes tes 1.50-5.00 3.10 3.00-15.00 7.84 
14Vatid Gvers eae 1.50-5.00 2.74 10.00-18.00 13.56 
Chisel plowing: 
AEP ePOTLS 22) Ect Asm. 2.00-7.00 4.35 4.50-16.00 10.82 
Harrowing: 
Spiketooth 
Width in feet 
LONG 5 Women. bn: ols 1.00-4.00 1.82 2.00-10.00 5.30 
19 and over..... 1.00-4.00 1.84 5.50-13.00 7.94 
Springtooth 
Width in feet 
PallOn oR ewes ee 1.75-3.50 235 4.00- 5.00 4.50 
AL DNS eth Neceetttay vanksh ye 2.00-5.00 ie 4.50-12.00 7.59 
PG-and over oa 1.00-4.00 2.26 5.00-15.00 10.21 
Chopping corn stalks: 
Width in feet 
G.andiunder. soa: 1.50-5.00 2.87 3.15-10.00 6.93 
TeanGd Over -vsu.1. weer 2.00-7.00 3.36 7.00-12.00 8.92 
Cultivating: 
Without fertilizer 
QUT O Wirt sees salt oR 1.50-4.00 2.66 4.00-10.00 6.38 
A LOWE ot chal ie alte hes 1.00-4.00 2.58 6.00-14.00 9.00 
GELOWL 22 sence cous cis 2.00-3.00 2.50 = - 
With fertilizer 
A LOM aac!| Sots sy Fes eh 2.00-6.00 3.20 11.00-14.00 PRES) 





1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor and 
fuel, but excludes costs of materials such as fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 2/State 
average per acre includes rates for all sizes of machines reported and reports 
that failed to indicate size of machine. 


6 WISCONSIN FARM REPORTER 


March 1975 


A a ee eee ee eee eee aa 


rates can be used to check on local rates or to see if leasing 
or Owning a machine may be a better alternative. The user 
should always refer to the footnotes following the tables 
before making a final decision relative to doing or hiring 
farm work done. A more complete report on custom rates 
in Wisconsin, including harvesting operations and other 
farm work, is available by writing to the Wisconsin Statistical 
Reporting Service, Box 5160, Madison, Wisconsin 53705. 


FARMERS MAY 
REDUCE CORN ACREAGE 


The annual March 1 survey of planting intentions for 
the 1975 crop season indicated that farmers in Wisconsin 
and the Nation plan to reduce corn acreage. Wisconsin 
farmers expect to plant 3,450,000 acres of corn in 1975, a 
decline of 40,000 acres or 1 percent from 1974. Nationally, 
corn acreage is indicated at 75.3 million acres or 3 percent 
below last year. 

Planting intentions for soybeans point to an increased 
acreage for 1975. Wisconsin farmers intend to grow 245,000 
acres of soybeans, up 7 percent from 1974 and close to the 
record acreage for beans in 1973. The National soybean 
crop could total 56.6 million acres, an increase of 6 percent 
from a year ago. 

Oat acreage may be reduced in Wisconsin but remain 
about the same for the Nation. Farmers in Wisconsin intend 
to sow 1,410,000 acres of oats in 1975, down 4 percent 
from the previous year and a record low. Seeding of oats in 
the Nation is expected to total 18.2 million acres for 1975. 

Spring wheat acreage in Wisconsin during 1975 may 
remain unchanged from the 22,000 acres planted in 1974. 
Barley acreage is indicated at 27,000 acres for 1975 com- 
pared with 20,000 acres a year earlier. Intentions from the 
March survey show a 9 percent decline in the 1975 spring 
wheat crop for the Nation but a 12 percent gain in barley 
acreage. 

Wisconsin farmers expect to harvest hay from 4 million 
acres in 1975, up 1 percent from 1974. The Nation’s hay 
acreage is indicated at 61 million acres, also 1 percent more 
than last year. 

Tobacco growers in Wisconsin are planning to raise 9 
percent more tobacco in 1975 than what was harvested in 
1974. Type 54 acreage is expected to increase 500 acres and 
type 55 acreage could be up 300 acres. Nationally, tobacco 
acreage may be 11 percent higher in 1975 than in the pre- 
vious year. 


Potato growers intend to reduce acreage in 1975. Wis- 
consin potato acreage is expected to total 50,000 acres, a de- 
cline of 3,000 acres from last year. The Nation’s fall potato 
crop is indicated at 1.1 million acres, down 5 percent from a 
year ago. 


HOG INVENTORY AT 
RECORD LOW FOR MARCH 


The inventory of hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms 
March 1 was 1,200,000 head, down 14 percent from a year 
ago and a record low for that date since the quarterly esti- 
mates began in 1960. Hogs kept for breeding purposes num- 
bered 204,000 as of March 1, a decline of 17 percent from 
the previous year. Hogs and pigs being raised primarily for 
the slaughter market totaled 996,000 or 14 percent less than 
on March 1, 1974. 

Wisconsin farmers had 62,000 sows that farrowed from 
December through February. This was 12,000 sows fewer 
than farrowed in that quarter a year earlier. The average 
litter rate of 7.35 pigs was higher than the 7.10 pigs per 
litter in December 1973 - February 1974. 

Farrowings in Wisconsin from March through May 1975 
are expected to total 90,000 sows, 15 percent below that 
quarter in 1974. Farmers in the State intend to farrow 
80,000 sows during June through August, down 18 percent 
from the previous year. 

Hogs and pigs on farms March | in the 14 states where 
quarterly estimates are made totaled 40.3 million head, a 
decline of 17 percent from a year ago. Breeding stock was 
down 20 percent and market hogs and pigs were 14 percent 
below March 1, 1974. The March | inventory of hogs and 
pigs in the 10 Corn Belt States totaled 35.4 million head, 
the lowest for that date since quarterly estimates began in 
1960. 


HOGS & PIGS INVENTORY 
re waco nein March 1,1965-75 
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Planted Acreage, Selected Crops, 1975 Intentions 
Compared with 1973 and 1974 Planted Acreage, Wisconsin and United States 














Wisconsin United States 
Crop Change from Ch 
1973 1974 1975 8 ange from 
| | last year i oe ae. last year 
1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 
Gorn; ali een ica epee ckonulaneies 3,200 3,490 3,450 = i 71,912 77,746 75,290 — 3 
Spring wheat 12) .--naseu cue one 12 22 22 Nn; Cs 12,794 14,688 13,384 —- 9 
Oats 1 [Me pope eieeeene tees 1,500 1,470 1,410 — 4 19,147 18,100 18,189 Th ¢; 
Barleyul ie xf ot emetic mech ewe 22 20 27 tao 11,229 9,117 10,184 Eo le! 
Potatoes, fall 5". ss-.let eo ei ee eee 48.5 53.0 50.0 =. 6 1,085.0 151 61.2 1,098.4 —- § 
Tobacco, ty pe15 4) 2) en sue. eile 4.9 4.7 Suz aa Ma - = _ ~ 
Tobacco}, t¥pezsS, Seeds eon 5:3 4.7 5.0 a. - = — — 
Mobaceos alll2) aise es res 10.2 9.4 10.2 ted 886.6 961.8 1,070.1 +eU1 
Soy beans’ (3) case, east aie ae 246 230 245 eae $6,675 $3,580 56,632 Te, 6 
Hay all’ 2) toe tate, ove cite Menace 3,950 3,950 4,000 ae: | 62,099 60,546 61,018 Re: | 





1/U. S. total includes acreage planted preceding fall. 


2/Acres harvested or intended for harvest. 


3/Grown alone for all purposes. 
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All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
March 1, 1974 and 1975, 14 States 



























For breeding Market Total hogs and pigs 
State Change from Change from ; Change from 

1974 | 1975 pies 1974 | 1975 ie 1974 1975 ‘sis er 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgia. .... 304 PASM) — 22 1,539 1,293 — 16 1,843 1,530 —17 
TIN OSs sates 8 1,050 856 —-18 5,730 5,044 —12 6,780 5,900 — 13 
Indianaee. = = 658 500 — 24 4,042 3,200 — 21 4,700 3,700 — 21 
LOWS Erected. o% 2,067 1,767 —15 11.133 9,633 — 13 13,200 11,400 — 14 
IKANSaS) Mey ania, N 270 193 = 29 1,590 L257 — 21 1,860 1,450 — 22 
Kentucky. ... 206 146 — 29 969 804 —17 W175 950 — 19 
Minnesota $89 434 — 26 3,141 2,666 —15 3,730 3,100 +17 
Missouri 3 660 513 — 22 3,140 2,587 — 18 3,800 3,100 — 18 
Nebraska .... 475 357 — 25 2,705 2,193 — 19 3,180 2,550 — 20 
North Carolina. 300 272 - 9 1,550 1,428 -—- 8 1,850 1,700 — 8 
Ohio Jie. 318 241 — 24 1,802 1,409 — 22 2,120 1,650 — 22 
South Dakota . 330 240 — 27 1,605 1,060 — 34 1,935 1,300 — 33 
TEXRSe aha ss 150 120 — 20 820 680 —17 970 800 — 18 
Wisconsin. ... 245 204 —17 BiSS 996 — 14 1,400 1,200 — 14 
Total 14 States 7,622 6,080 — 20 40,921 34,250 — 16 48,543 40,330 — 17 





Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
December 1/ through February, 1974 and 1975, 14 States 




























Sows farrowing Pigs per litter Pig crop 2/ 
tate 
2 1974 1975 ek ton 1974 i 1975 1974 1975 pDongey zoo. 
ast year last year 
1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 
Georgiabrweye cia 2 otal ae ale ue 107 75 — 30 6.96 7.07 745 530 — 29 
TIL ORS eR ics, ce See ey Stee 2 330 260 —21 6.60 6.80 2,178 1,768 —= £9 
Teidianaiyr. eect) cess «eb ans Che 220 160 —27 6.69 a tke 1,472 1,138 = 23 
LOMWAIREAS sss cis ae osl Alay bse SUAS 505 440 — 13 6.95 7.05 3,510 3,102 —12 
KANSAS ites is ak eye) Ke 100 70 — 30 6.90 6.95 690 487 — 29 
Kentucky en aes sels tee ies 65 50 — 23 7.10 7.00 462 350 — 24 
Minnesota ces packet ve us 180 140 — 22 7.20 7.10 1,296 994 = 23 
ISS OT be eee Me shetty eel a ee 200 140 — 30 6.92 7.06 1,384 988 — 29 
INebraskalh ieee. sos cre gies 3 145 110 — 24 7.00 7.40 1,015 814 —=——20 
North: Carolina’ of ots 3 ses 110 97 —12 KY) 7.00 781 679 — 13 
QUMOR US. co seie sts hte So std Sey ak 93 80 = 14 6.40 7.20 595 576 — 3 
South, Dakotasene gs aievshong.0 9s 82 $2 — 37 7.30 7.00 599 364 = 39 
OKAS ee nx) cheers cd's ales 47 42 Wi 7.20 7.00 338 294 — 13 
WASCOMISID ces else, Sec cet he 74 62 — 16 7.10 1235 §25 456 —13 
Totawis States «zee. stews 2,258 17:8 — 21 6.90 7.05 15,590 12,540 — 20 








1/December preceding year. 2/Number of pigs born December through February that were on hand March 1 or had been sold. 


Sows Farrowed and Sows to Farrow 
March through August, 1974 and 1975, 14 States 





June through August 





March through May 











State Change from Change from 

1974 | 1975 1/ last year 1974 19.7551) last/veat 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgia aris oreleme, «. cna 6 80 62 — 22 
DHIRGIB/ Fore ee niceties ares 355 295 —17 
Rsriatetriata sy shia Mal evans) =. eke 220 175 — 20 
LO Wate: sl Satay aS oaks 590 550 — 7 
Kansasmeetis. shel c ks one 90 65 — 28 
IKOntuckyY sac «c:, 2 sose'si-s 2 63 55 — 13 
Minnesota f 2). 5) 35% 6s 205 165 — 20 
IMISSOULIM melee. wise 3 220 160 — 27 
Nei ras Kawice sitirylieiren is: cs 0's 150 120 — 20 
North Carolina™ (.2). 6) «./- 102 94 — 8 
(COC Ts Fat Se On Oe 108 83 — 23 
South Dakota . v.16 95 68 — 28 
Te Ey gan eee aCe 48 42 19) 
WWAS@CHSEMo wien cesta! c's a) (cp 98 80 — 18 
2,424 2,014 — 17 


MotalelayStates’ . 45.6. = 
1/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 





market in February, a gain of $1.58 from January. This was 


FEEDER STEER PRICE the first increase for feeder steers at Kansas City in 13 months. 
SHOWS SOME GAIN However, the February price was well below a year ago when 

Good grade feeder steers weighing between 600-700 good grade feeder steers averaged $45.50 a hundredweight. 
pounds averaged $23.33 a hundredweight at the Van City Good grade fed steers weighing between 900-1100 
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pounds averaged $31.33 a hundredweight at the St. Paul 
market during February, down $1.58 from the previous 
month and $12.43 under last year. Utility cows at St. Paul 
increased from January to February. At $19.83 a hundred- 
weight, utility cows were $1.67 above a month earlier but 
$14.57 below February 1974. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 


60”: St. Paul & Kansas City Mo. Averages 1973,74,75 


$ per Cwt. 
Good Feeder Steers, K.C. 
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BARROWS AND GILTS 
UP SLIGHTLY IN FEBRUARY 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market in 


February averaged $39.24 a hundredweight, an increase of 
23 cents from January but 82 cents under a year earlier. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
Monthly Averages !973,74 ,75 


S. St. Paul 
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$ per Cwt. 
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